134         MUSSULMAUN FUNERAL SERVICE.

" May the Lord God, abundant in mercy,
keep you with the true speech; may He lead
you to the perfect path; may He grant you
knowledge of Him, and of His prophets.

" May the mercy of God be fixed upon you
for ever. Ameen."

This concluded, the Maulvee quits the grave,
and slowly moves forty measured paces in a
line with it; then turning round, he comes
again to the grave, with the same solemnity in
his steps, and standing on the edge, he prays,

" 0 great and glorious God, we beseech Thee
with humility make the earth comfortable to this
Thy servant's side, and raise his soul to Thee, and
with Thee may he find mercy and forgiveness."

" Ameen, Ameen," is responded by all pre-
sent.

This ends the funeral service: the earth is
closed over by the servants, &c. and, except
with the very poor, the grave is never entirely
forsaken, day or night, during the forty days
of mourning; readers of the Khoraun are paid
for this service, and in the families of the nobi-
lity the grave is attended for years by those